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DUTY OF CARE GUIDELINES 

PURPOSE 

Siena College in partnership with parents, guardians and caregivers, who are the primary 

educators of their children, is entrusted with the holistic education of each child in the College. All 

staff therefore have a duty of care to students to take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions 

that they can reasonably foresee would be likely to result in harm or injury to the student, and to 

work for the positive wellbeing of each child. The Education Training and Reform Regulations 2017 

(Vic.) (sch 4 cl 12) require that schools must ensure that the care, safety and welfare of all students 

attending the school is in accordance with any applicable state or Commonwealth laws, and that all 

staff are advised of their legal obligations under those laws. 

Duty of care is a legal obligation that requires schools to take reasonable steps to reduce the risk 

of reasonably foreseeable harm, which can include personal injury (physical or psychological) or 

damage to property. The reasonable steps that our school may decide to take in response to a 

potential risk or hazard will depend on the circumstances of the risk. 

Duty of care is an element of the tort of negligence. In broad terms, the law of negligence provides 

that if a person suffers an injury as a result of the negligent act or omission of another, the injured 

person should be compensated for loss and damage flowing from that negligence. 

To successfully bring a compensation claim in negligence, a person must establish on the balance 

of probabilities that: 
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Teaching and non-teaching staff members owe a duty of care to students within their care, and, but 

not limited to, parents, student teachers, volunteers, visitors or contractors who may sustain injury, 

loss or damage as a result of our conduct. 

The College owes a duty to take reasonable care that any student (or other person) on the 

premises will not be injured or damaged because of the state of the premises, including things 

done or omitted to be done to the premises. 

The Principal and teachers are held to a high standard of care in relation to students. The duty 

requires the 




